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TOWN OF McBEE  

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

February 25, 2020 

 

Present:  Charlie Sutton, Beulah Bolton, Glenn Odom, A C McLeod, Jr, Mayor John Campolong 

Martin Driggers, Atty 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk-Finance 

 

Absent:   

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Town Clerk Finance, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

Second: Council Member Charlie Sutton. All in Favor. 

 

Invocation: Beulah Bolton 

 

Pledge of Allegiance – All in attendance 

 

Motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters- Mayor John Campolong  

Second: Council Member Glenn Odom. All in Favor. 

 

Motion to come out of executive session and verify that only items stated to enter in executive 

session were discussed 

Second: Council Member Glen Odom. All in Favor. 

 

Discussion: Mayor John Campolong “I see we have part-time codes enforcement officer; do we want 

to use Part-time wording? Martin, do we need to use that term. 

 

Martin Driggers, Atty: I don’t think it really makes a difference. 

 

Motion to hire SafeBuilt as codes enforcement group by Mayor John Campolong. 

Second: Council Member Charlie Sutton 

 

Question from Council Member McLeod:  Are they just going to do all mobile homes, or all 

buildings? 

 

Mayor Campolong:  They will do all buildings. All construction.   

 

Council Member McLeod:  So, we are not contacting county anymore? 
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Mayor Campolong:   No, they can not enforce it and this group will do everything.  

 

Council Member McLeod:  For me personally, I think the county has done a great job.  My son-in 

law just built a home and they had to hand in plat and septic tank info.  The county must have done 8 

or 9 inspections on that home.  Right now, I would consider just us doing the mobile homes or 

manufactured homes and see how that goes before open the whole thing up.  The investment people 

put into putting a permanent home is a lot more complicated than just a mobile home such as wiring 

and plumbing, gas..it’s pretty complicated to a permanent resident compared to a manufactured home. 

What are the fees going to be? 

 

Mayor Campolong:  I would say this group, SafeBuilt is more equipped and more knowledgeable 

about what needs to be passed better than the county, well maybe not better but as well as the county.  

They would know we can’t separate two different types of codes.  Second, that’s one of the reasons 

they are probably interested in being a codes officer.  They can’t make any money on the inspection of 

mobile home.  They can keep people busy on new buildings and so forth because of the fact that you 

just mentioned they will have to go back and re-inspect the electricity, plumbing and septic tanks and 

all the necessary codes.  I understand they have certain type of measurements of handicapped entrances 

and they are familiar with all that. I can’t imagine hiring two different groups for the inspections. 

 

Council Member McLeod: The county is free.  

 

Mayor John Campolong: No, it’s not free. What do you mean free? 

 

Council Member McLeod: Because I called the county and they came and inspected, and I don’t 

think he paid anything to get it inspected.  Also, the county has upgraded their building codes to the 

state.  They have had to hire more people.  We haven’t really updated to what the state codes are.  The 

county codes now are in compliant with state codes. So, if you are building in Greenville, SC or in 

McBee, they are the same codes, statewide is. I don’t know if our codes for permanent or commercial 

buildings to what would be up the state codes are.  If we stay with the county just for permanent and 

commercial for the time being, would be my suggestion.  I know mobile homes is what is eminent 

right now to get straightened out, but as far as somebody getting something approved for a commercial 

building, my suggestion would be since we pay county taxes to let them come in and do permanent 

because they supersede the town ordinances might be updated. 

 

Mayor Campolong:  When they come and inspect buildings and so forth, they have the qualifications 

to meet state requirements by far.  They can enforce where the county cannot enforce. 

 

Council Member McLeod: Again, if it goes by our town ordinances, we are not up to date. 
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Mayor Campolong: Not when it comes to building, they have to go by the codes, not the ordinances.  

We don’t spell out in the mobile home, but we don’t spell out in a building, what type of electricity, 

what type of coating on the finishing, what type of plumbing.  There is a lot involved with a building.  

They also go into certain type of major repairs that go into buildings and they can go in and inspect 

that.  You mentioned something earlier that I don’t understand.  Free, they are not going to give 

everyone Free, they might have given to you, but I can’t imagine them giving it to everyone.   

 

Council Member McLeod:  Anyone that pays county taxes and they build a home in the county, its 

free right? 

 

Council Member Odom:  I think the contractor pays a fee. 

 

Council Member McLeod: Again, what I am saying is, under our town area in the county, we are 

kind of separate as far as the county.  Whatever they inspect, we are going to take away their power by 

hiring this group.  I suggest he is the same as state. That if our codes are not with the state, that he 

follows the state. 

 

Council Member Odom: This guy is bonded. 

 

Council Member Sutton: How many have we had built really? 

 

Council Member McLeod:  We might have more. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Is it in the contract that they follow state codes? (Directed to Atty, Martin 

Driggers) 

 

Attorney Driggers:  They must comply with the state.   

 

Council Member Odom: Let’s go all the way with one instead of dividing it. 

 

Mayor Campolong: That’s the reason I contacted Martin.  He has the ability to manage it.  If people 

like Hartsville has it, Im sure they are doing a good job there. 

 

Council Member McLeod:  I’m sure they have updated their codes. We really haven’t. 

 

Mayor Campolong: You are taking about codes. There is no updating except what the state requires.  

Ordinances doesn’t spell out the codes. 

 

Council Member Bolton: I have a question.  If someone is expecting to build a home, I built a home 

and came to the town and tried to figure out what I need to do so the town will tell them to contact 

these new people? How does that work? 
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Mayor Campolong:  You will fill out an application to build it and then its turned over to the codes 

people.   

 

Council Member Bolton:  It’s turned into the Hartsville codes people. 

 

Mayor Campolong: Well, the McBee codes people. 

 

Council Member Odom:  The builder would know; he would build it to the codes which he knows he 

has to do. 

 

Council Member McLeod: I still think its free, but I will check into that. 

 

Mayor Campolong:  Can we go ahead with these? 

 

Motion was made, and second was made.  All in favor. 

 

Motion to Hire Cody Mitchell as Town Judge by Council Member Glenn Odom 

Second:  Council Member McLeod 

All in favor. 

 

Mayor Campolong: First thing he has to do is to come spend some time with Terri to see how the 

procedures are lined up. Cause hes going to make sure they are in line.  Right now, we have a really 

good procedure.  When we came aboard, we changed the methods of how the money was handled and 

how the fines were handled.  That was put in the hands of the judge.  Cody will not necessarily want to 

handle the money, but he will want to see that it is handled properly so he will review the things we are 

doing now and making any suggestions if necessary.  Then we will set a date of when he will do the 

hearings.  I feel a lot more comfortable than we had in the past. Before I came aboard, I understand 

that we had some judges that were not acting properly by the regulations and laws and we don’t want 

to get in that jeopardy again. 

 

Council Member McLeod:  Point, point, point.. is that my understanding that whoever the town hires 

to handle the money and who they answer to, is where the corruption can come in. So, the present 

time, Ms Lisenby has been over that. 

 

Mayor Campolong: I can tell you how that works. All fines go into a separate account.  This account 

is controlled by the judge.  Before, the money went into the general fund and there was no control. 

Now if somebody posts a bond and all of a sudden, they get an innocent verdict, then that money has to 

show as to what happened when it comes out of that fund that the judge authorizes it to come out of 

that fund. So, it’s all handled there.  All the fees, victims’ rights, are taken out of that account and then 

the portion that is left to go the town, then is made by the Judge.  She might not sign the checks, but 

she authorizes it to go to the town. 
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Council Member McLeod:  So, I want to ask Terri a question? Does the judge put the money in the 

bank or do you? 

 

Terri King, Administrator: I do. 

 

Council Member McLeod: So, the judge is not really in control of the money, its who the town 

appoints. 

 

Terri King: The only time she has money in her hand is if someone posts bond at the jail. She receives 

that money and she brings it here with the documentation stating that she received x amount of the 

dollars at the jail and we count it out.  As far as traffic violations and fines, its handled in the office. 

 

Council Member McLeod: So, you have been handling that? You have been personally handling that, 

not the judge, right? 

 

Mayor Campolong: It’s a separate account, right? 

 

Terri King:  yes, it’s a separate account. 

 

Council Member McLeod:  So, you have been handling that right, so whoever the town clerk of 

whoever is assisting, so as far as any corruption goes? 

 

Terri King: With the docket, so when court happens, the judge is liable for all tickets once court 

happens, everything is electronic now,   we have a system set up to where she can make sure her 

disposition hasn’t been changed in our system. 

 

Council Member McLeod: So, she’s checking behind what you are doing? 

 

Terri King: Yes 

 

Council Member McLeod:  But you ultimately put the money in the bank? 

 

Terri King: She requested that the office be audited, and the office was audited last month by 

Sheheen’s office so that when she exits that the new judge has the assurance that everything has been 

done properly. 

 

Council Member McLeod: My request would be the judge we are hiring, that he will check his books 

against our clerk? Is that what we are doing? The same? 
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Attorney Driggers: He doesn’t have his own books, but he will make sure the ones we keep are done 

correctly. 

 

Terri King: That is why she requested that the auditors come in so Shane (Auditor) came in the other 

week and audited the police department to assure all records were correct. 

 

Council Member McLeod: How often does she back with you? Every session? Monthly, she checks 

to make sure what she’s been doing and you are doing is the same. With this judge, that’s the same 

thoroughness that we expect from this judge.  He’s in control of the clerk, not the sheriff not anyone 

else. 

 

Terri King: The clerk is the judge’s clerk, not the council’s clerk, they are the judge’s clerk. 

 

Council Member McLeod: Okay 

 

Mayor John Campolong: That’s what we have been doing. 

 

Council Member McLeod: But you have a new judge that will be ultimately responsible for what the 

clerk does. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: That will be one thing he will be investigating when he comes to see us. 

 

Terri King:  He may have a whole different system of accountability. The judge also decides the date 

of court. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Yes, that is what we mentioned earlier about when he meets with you. 

 

Motion to Adjourn by Mayor Campolong 

Second: Council Member Charlie Sutton 

All in Favor. 

 

 

Submitted By Town Clerk-Finance  

Tisha M. Jones 

 

________________________________ 

 

 

 

_______ Approved _______ Not Approved 

 


